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€219.2 bn

2500 companies €1249.7 billion

Industrial R&D investment hits record figures

The 2023 Scoreboard comprises 
the top 2500 R&D investors in the 
world. Based in 42 countries, they 

invested a record amount of 
€1249.7 billion, approximately 

86% of the world's 
business-funded R&D. 

ICT producers sector invests the largest sum and ICT services is the 
fastest growing. Health concentrates the largest number of firms, 

while the number of automotive firms remained stable. 

EU firms investment growth doubled 
from 6% to 13.6% in 2022, surpassing 

that of US firms (12.7%) for the first 
time since 2015. 

There are 17 EU countries hosting world top 2500 
investors, including four EU-13 countries, namely 
Poland, Slovenia, Hungary and Malta. 

Top 6 EU host countries 

Location of the world’s top 
2500 R&D investing companies. 
The world map includes only 
territories with at least 10 
companies.

EU showed strong growth against the backdrop of different crises. 
European firms led the reduction of carbon footprints and exhibited a 

remarkable commitment to environmental responsibility. 

Top 10 R&D investing companies account for 17.7% of the 
world's business-funded R&D investment. 

ICT firms dominate investments, in a race tech
with health & automotive industries

EU firms accelerate investment growth
for two consecutive years 

Top 10 R&D investing companies

The EU hosts 367 of world top R&D investors
headquartered across 17 countries

Automotive companies lead EU investments
in a diversified scenario
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Aerospace & defense
€8,758 m / 3.8%

Energy
€6,111 m / 2.7%

Chemicals
€5,923 m / 2.6%

ITC services
€18,293 m / 8.0%

Others
€12,334 m / 5.4%

Financials
€8,747 m / 3.8%

Industrials
€14,964 m / 6.5%

Construction & materials
€2,192 m / 0.9%

Automotive
€73,395 m / 31.9%

Health industries
€46,092 m / 20.1%

ITC producers
€33,176 m / 14.4%
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Aerospace & defense
€21.3 bn / 1.7%

Energy
€21.2 bn / 1.7%

Health industries
€261.4 bn / 21.0%

Chemicals
€26.9 bn / 2.2%

ITC services
€259.3 bn / 20.8%

Others
€82.8 bn / 6.6%

Financials
€22.1 bn / 1.8%

Automotive
€172.7 bn / 13.8%

ITC producers
€285.3 bn / 22.9%

Industrials
€62.8 bn / 5.0%

Construction & materials
€33.2 bn / 2.7%
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Where and how much is industry
investing in R&D?
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